
CITY OF SEQUIM

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

SEQUIM CIVIC CENTER

152 WEST CEDAR STREET

SEQUIM, WA
JUNE 22, 2020

CALL TO ORDER

The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, met virtually using videoconferencing
software and teleconferencing on Monday, June 22, 2020. The meeting was called order
at 6:00 p.m., with Deputy Mayor Ferrell presiding. The meeting was quorate.

ROLL CALL

City Clerk McMillon conducted roll call. Mayor Armacost, Deputy Mayor Tom Ferrell and
Councilors Dennis Smith, Troy Tenneson, Brandon Janisse, Mike Pence and Sarah

Kincaid were in attendance. City Manager Charlie Bush also was present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Deputy Mayor Ferrell led the flag salute.

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

The Council reviewed the agenda.

MOTION: Councilor Tenneson moved to approve the final agenda. Councilor Smith
seconded. VOTE: 7 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.

The agenda for the regular City Council meeting June 22, 2020, was approved as
presented.

CONSENT AGENDA

City Clerk McMillon read the items on the consent agenda.

MOTION: Councilor Smith moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Kincaid
seconded. VOTE: 7 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.



1. Claim Vouchers Totaling $831,648.25

2. Lodging Tax Advisory Commission Meeting Minutes and Tourism Sustainability
Grants

GENERAL BUSINESS

AB 20-054 Proposed Resolution Condemning Hate Speech, Discrimination and Racism

Councilor Janisse said the proposed resolution opposing discrimination and racism was

suggested by a member of the community. He spoke in favor of the resolution and said

the Council should direct staff to facilitate community meetings concerning this topic. City
Manager Bush said he would like to analyze the City’s policies, procedures and practices
to ensure there is no inequality in how the City operates.

The Council discussed potential revisions to the resolution. Deputy Mayor Ferrell
encouraged the Council to approve the resolution as presented, and later a Council
committee can present recommended revisions.

MOTION: Councilor Janisse moved to approve the resolution condemning discrimination
and racism and opening it up for City staff to open up community discussion about said
topics. Councilor Kincaid seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor, 0 against, 1 abstention. Mayor
Armacost, Deputy Mayor Ferrell and Councilors Smith, Tenneson, Janisse and Kincaid
voted in favor. Councilor Tenneson abstained.

The Council approved Resolution R2020-12, a resolution of the City of Sequim
condemning discrimination and racism.

AB 20-055 Budget Policy and Calendar for 2021 Budget Process

Finance Director Sue Hagener reviewed the calendar for the 2021 budget development
and review process. She also discussed the budget development policy and answered
Council questions. The financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is an important factor
in planning and is closely monitored, she said.

AB 20-053 Public Ownership of Streets in Mariners Outlook Phase I

City Attorney Kristina Nelson-Gross said the City owns streets within the Mariner’s

Outlook neighborhood bordered by private streets on both ends, making it difficult for
effective maintenance. After an extensive public engagement process, the preferred
option to resolve the issue was for the City to assume all road sections in as-is condition

and maintain them. After a City Council meeting January 27, 2020, the City Council
directed staff to proceed with street acquisition.



It appears that rather than negotiating with each property owner individually, the
subdivision’s homeowners’ association (HOA) may be able to dedicate the streets to the

City with a majority vote of its membership. This would provide an efficient way to acquire
the streets. The HOA held a proxy meeting on May 12, 2020, and 90% of members
approved street dedication to the City without any improvements. City Attorney Nelson-
Gross said the Council may approve moving forward contingent on the Sequim Legal
Department looking into this in a more comprehensive way and satisfying any easement
transfers required.

After Council discussion, the Council directed staff to resolve all issues before approving
dedication of the private streets to the City by Mariner’s Outlook HOA. No final action was
taken.

AB 20-045 Ordinance Adopting Provisions for Affordable Housing Funding (HB 1406)

Assistant City Manager Charisse Deschenes explained that the ordinance adds a new

chapter to the Sequim Municipal Code, “3.34, Sales and Use Tax for Affordable Housing.”
This implements a local sales tax option that is  a credit against the sales tax rate of 6.5%
and is not a new tax. This was a way for the State of Washington to provide funding to
local jurisdictions for affordable housing.

Finance Director Sue Hagener said the City of Sequim would set up a new fund where
monies could accumulate to be used in the future for: 1) Acquiring, rehabilitating or
constructing affordable housing, which may include new units of affordable housing within
an existing structure or facilities providing supportive housing services; or 2) Funding the
operations and maintenance costs of new units of affordable or supportive housing; or 3)
Providing rental assistance to tenants. Councilors discussed the proposed ordinance.

MOTION; Councilor Janisse moved to adopt the affordable housing ordinance adopting
a new Chapter 3.34, Sales and Use Tax for Affordable Housing of the Sequim Municipal
Code and directing staff to add a new whereas clause stating the Council’s intention to
growing the fund instead of one-off payments. Councilor Smith seconded. VOTE: 7 in

favor, 0 against. Motion carried.

The Council approved Ordinance 2020-005, an ordinance of the City of Sequim,
Washington, authorizing the maximum capacity of a local sales and use tax to fund

investments in affordable and supportive housing, to be codified in Chapter 3.34 of the
Sequim Municipal Code; providing for severability and establishing an effective date, with
the addition of a whereas clause stating the intention of accumulating funds.

AB 20-046 LTAC Recommendation on Contract for Fourth of July 2021 Drone Show

Communications Director Barbara Hanna said the Sequim Lodging Tax Advisory
Commission or LTAC is not recommending the use of Lodging Tax funds for a Fourth of

July drone show in 2021. Staff is seeking Council direction on what kind of celebration



will be held. Councilors stated a desire for some type of celebration. Director Hanna said

she would present some options at the next regular City Council meeting.

AB 20-037 COVID-19 Recovery Plan

City Manager Bush highlighted some proposed edits to the City’s COVID-19 Recovery
Plan. Councilors discussed the proposed repaving of Washington Street to keep the
downtown area vital and provide support to the economy. Councilors discussed direct

monetary assistance from the City to local businesses, and how quickly funds can be
provided.

MOTION: Councilor Janisse moved that the City Manager allocate up to $60,000 for the
Business Relief Fund to be distributed to the Chamber of Commerce. Councilor Smith

seconded. VOTE: 7 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.

The Council authorized City Manager Bush to provide an additional $60,000 to the
Sequim-Dungeness Chamber of Commerce for relief to businesses impacted by the
coronavirus pandemic.

REPORTS

City Manager

City Manager Bush provided the Council with updates. Information Technology Manager
Anthony Martin reported that he has been working with area partners to expand
broadband internet service in the area. A feasibility study is underway.

Police Chief Crain reported that the Sequim Police Department recently completed a four-
year audit from an accreditation crew. The department passed the audit with no findings.

City Council

Councilors discussed regional committee reports. Deputy Mayor Ferrell requested
Council interest on an ad-hoc Council committee to review the resolution against racism
and discrimination. Councilors Janisse and Kincaid said they would serve on the ad-hoc
committee.

PLANNING CALENDAR

The next regular City Council meeting will be held Monday, July 13, 2020, at 6 p.m. at a
virtual location.


